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Rector’s Report for December 2008 
 
Dear Grace Family and Friends, 
 

There is much to report on since I last wrote.  First the Memorial Garden:  we have 
completed all work possible before winter sets in.  The pathway is complete, dirt was brought in to 
level out the surrounding areas, and all grass was tilled under.  The improvement is dramatic!!  
Starting as early as possible next year we will take the next step to form the perennial beds, install 
shrubs and trees, remove others, purchase benches, etc.  Stay tuned. 

We will be doing a parish “visioning” here at Grace sometime in early 2008 – probably in 
February on a Saturday morning.  This is designed for every member of the parish family to attend 
and participate in.  Kristine Miller from the Diocese will lead us through the seminar and be our 
guide then and in the foreseeable future. 

The reason for visioning is changing dynamics and demographics of the times we live in.  
Many churches, both locally and nationally, have fallen victim to low attendance and inadequate 
stewardship resources.  These circumstances affect the obvious physical plant and paid personnel, 
but also inhibit spiritual growth, sense of community, outreach efforts, pastoral care concerns, etc.  
Rather than being reactive – Grace has an opportunity to be proactive; and we are taking that 
opportunity. 

All members should have received the annual stewardship letter and appeal form.  Please 
understand that we have to attend to the business end of being a church.  I would encourage all 
members to consider prayerfully their ability to support Grace Church.  We would like to receive 
the response cards back as quickly as possible so we can plan accordingly for the next year and 
dedicate them in December.  Don’t forget to sign them. 

Grace Vestry approved the purchase of an Automatic Cardiac Defibrillator.  The unit should 
arrive shortly and will be mounted in a secure cabinet in an easily accessible location.  The hope is 
to never have to use this device; however if the need arises we will be prepared.  Other parishes 
have experienced the need and those without the device regret not making this one time purchase.   

We have been approached by Olan Mills to do a parish directory.  The cost to the parish is 
$0.  The directory is paid for is by members buying Olan Mills products at the time of being 
photographed.  The feedback we’ve received informs us that this can be a win-win  situation for the 
parish and those seeking professional grade photographs of family.  Before we commit to this 
please let me know if you are interested.   

Bishop Gibbs will be visiting us on December 16th at the 10 am service.  There will be no 8 
am service that day.  After the service the Altar Guild is coordinating a tea for the Bishop and his 
wife Karlah with appetizers, finger foods, and light desserts.  There will be a sign up sheet in the 
parish hall for items to bring.  More information will be in the Sunday bulletins. 

There is a Holiday Schedule attached to this report that outlines Christmas and New Years 
and although it may seem far away, it will be here before you know it.  Our Annual Meeting is 
scheduled for January 27th, which is also fast approaching.   

May God’s peace through the birth of His Son bless you this Holiday and always. 
 

George+ 
�
�
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It's time to convert our "holiday tree" back into a Christmas tree. 
Rather than have it just be "the church’s tree" I would like us to feel that it 
is "our"  tree and that it belongs to all of us. To that end I invite all of 
you to bring in an ornament, and hang it on our tree. You may chose to 
bring in an ornament that makes a statement about you, one representing 
your occupation, hobby, or personal interests. Or you may chose to bring 
in an ornament that you just find attractive. The tree will not have a theme 
as such, and may look somewhat unusual but it will represent the people of  
Grace and the diverse group that we are. 
 
Jerry 
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    Birthday 
12-1 F. Vellmure 
12-3 N. Foster 
12-4 W. Nitzkorski 
12-4 C. Polowy 
12-8 M. Baxter 
12-23 M. Nitzkorski 
 

    Birthday 
12-25 Jesus 
12-26 J. Para 
12-27 J. Baxter 
12-28 P. Mahl 
12-28 C. Boileau 
12-29 N. Orr 
 

     Birthday 
12-29 R. Orr 
12-30 E. Prater 
 
Anniversary 
12-2 T. & S. 
        Kucharek

 
                            from P. Wagner 
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Saturday, December 15 - 9:00 - noon 
Annual spruce up the church for Christmas and the Bishop's visit.  Many hands 
make lighter work.  We invite all who are able to join us.  Traditional lunch at a 
nearby restaurant will follow. 
  

 
Sunday, December 16   
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Sunday, December 23 
  Hanging of the Christmas greens  
  following the 10:00 service 
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 Outreach Ministry    
 Outreach Ministry has been given a family to adopt  for   
 Christmas.  
    Little bit of information: There are 4 children  & the  
husband just lost his job. We will be asking for mo ney, 
food & things for the children for Christmas. You c an 
find more details at church or call 285-0380. 
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From the computer of V. Campey 
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