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Rector’'s Report

May 2008

Spring has arrived! The 1% glorious sign that | could detect were the many
volunteers working in the Memorial Garden on Saturday the 19" of April. There was a
group of very dedicated parishioners and friends that showed up and moved some 20
yards of dirt and started the placement of 5 tons of decorative stones. Our guide, leader,
and inspiration Randy Gilchrist is planning another work party for May 9" and 10™. Work
will start at 9 am and continue as long as people can stay.

Speaking of the Memorial Garden, have | mentioned that there is a list of
opportunities for parishioners, friends, and community members to purchase flowers,
shrubs, and trees? The list can be found on the bulletin board in Grace Hall. Please
consider sponsoring our efforts. What we are doing is creating a space that will facilitate
prayer and reflection in addition to being a final resting place for our beloved departed.

A recap of expenses that have gone into the project since its conception last July is
as follows: The necessary drainage work cost $8,500, the brick paver pathway cost just
over $13,000, and the dirt, leveling, tilling, and stones cost another $3,000 ($2,000 this
year and $1,000 last year).

Our Wednesday evening classes have been well attended, fun, and
informative. Several of our parishioners have used the classes in preparation for
Confirmation, Reception, and Reaffirmation into the Episcopal Church. The actual
service is May 1% at St. Stephen’s in Wyandotte.

The Vestry has begun in earnest the work of Visioning by starting to consider what a
stewardship statement for the parish would look like. Our guide from the Diocese,
Kristine Miller will be leading our May Vestry meeting to work and guide us on what our
next steps. We have only begun the work needed to secure our future and that of those
who will come after us here at Grace.

The Vestry Special Events Committee is active and planning some great events for
the near future. These include honoring Mother and Father’s day with celebrations, a
general parish birthday party, and a picnic in July. Stay tuned for more information.

The phone directory is showing its age and needs updating. In order to facilitate the
update there is a copy of the current directory in the hallway leading into the
church. Please review your information and if needed fill in the forms provided for the
specific update. If you are new to the parish please take the time to fill out the form in its
entirety and turn into the collection plate or hand it to Rev. Davinich.

On April 27" we will say goodbye to long time parishioners Doug and Trish
Pryor. Both have served the parish in many capacities and we wish them all the best in
their future. Please keep in touch.

That is it for another month. | know I'm forgetting something, but what I’'m not is that
the work of Grace Church in Southgate for Christ in this time and place is ongoing,
fulfilling, and necessary. God Bless, George+



Whitaker School of Theology
Spring Offerings

A Primer on World Religions and 2T Century

Dialogue
Faculty: The Rev. Dr. Christopher Berg
Location: St. John’s, Plymouth
Dates: April 19 and May 17
Cost: $60
Time: 9:00 a.m. — 3:00 p. m.
(4 Diocesan Continuing Education Units CEUS)

We live in an unprecedented age. For the firsetimhuman history, on a day to day basis,
ordinary people rub shoulders with those formeduttures unlike their own. Religion is a
primary shaper of the cultures of the world, andgsla prime shaper of those who grow up in
those cultures (whether they are adherents of éiqdar religion or not). If we are to have
relationships of any depth or meaning with thoskkerus, we need to have at least a
rudimentary sense of the religions that have begwortant in determining their world view, and
their understanding of gender roles, ethics, god arhost of other issues. This two part course
will treat Hinduism, Buddhism, the religions of @aiand Japan (Taoism, Confucianism, Shinto
and Chinese popular/folk religion), Judaism andusl Of necessity, treatment of each religion
will be relatively superficial. However, this is énformation intensive course (i.e., lots of
handouts). It is intended as an introduction te situdy of world religions.

Prevention Workshops

Location: Ministry Fair at St. Paul’'s East Lansing
Date: Saturday, May 3, 2008
Cost: Ministry Fair Special - $ 15 per session
Safeguarding God’s Children 8:30 — 12:30
Sexual Exploitation and Harassment Prevention :8M0
(2 Diocesan Continuing Education Units CEUs per wiéshop)



Seventh Annual

Worldviews Seminar
June 23 — 28, 2008

(12 Diocesan Continuing Education Units CEUS)

Join us for a six-day experience based seminar at
the University of Michigan-Dearborn.
Learn about the beliefs and practices of

some of the world’s religions
« Discover the multi-religious nature of Metro Detroi
 Learn concepts, vocabulary and practice useful in
interreligious dialogue.
 Develop skills helpful in multi-religious America.

Featuring Dr. Lucinda Mosher,
noted scholar, educator, and consultant
on interreligious relations and America's religiaigersity.

General Seminar Information
Sessions are held at the University of Michigan+bemn,
Christ Episcopal Church (Dearborn),
and various religious centers in the Metro-Detaoda.
The basic fee for this six-day seminar is $450.
This includes:
« Transportation to religious centers
* Breakfast, lunch and some dinners
« Course notebook of readings

Pleaseregister by May 23, 2008Registration is limited.

To reserve a plageontact:
Christ Episcopal Church (Rev. Dan Appleyard): (338%-8450 or
The Whitaker School of Theology (313) 833-4423
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Diocesan Council will meet on
May 17 at Trinity Church, Belleville. The meeting kegins at 9 a.m.

M Come talk with Bishop Wendell Gibbs
. : f - and his staff about ministries around the
Mlter l\v’[ ee tl ng . Diocese of Michigr:m.
= Miter Meetings

schedule

Miter Meeting Dates
2007-2008
Weekday Meetings
7 p.m.
Saturday Meetings
10 a.m.

Tuesday, April 29, 2008
(Downriver Deanery at Trinity, Belleville)

Saturday May 31, 2008
(William Lyster Deanery at St. Peter's, Hillsdale)

Thursday, June 5, 2008
(Oakland Deanery at St. Phillip's, Rochester)

Grace Church Memorial Garden

Grace church memorial gardenentered Phase 2. Leveling of the dirt, next cothegplanting

of trees and shrubs, mulching the entire gardeshtla® placement of the decorative boulders the
more funds received the further the project willaace. A list is available in the parish hall
showing the plants designated along with opporiesior people to fund them specifically —
please consider this worthwhile effort!






May 04, 08 Easter 7

Acts 1:6-14 Baxter Putnam Grant
Psalm 68:1-10, 33-36
1 Peter 4:12-14; 5:6-11
John 17:1-11

5/11 Pentecost Whitsunday
Acts 2:1-21 or Numbers 11:24-30 J. Oorr Porath Gunnel
Psalm 104:25-35, 37b

1 Corinthians 12:3b-13 or Acts 2:1-21
John 20:19-23 or John 7:37-39

5/18  Trinity Sunday Pentecost 1
Genesis 1:1--2:4a Krause Lough Pryor
Psalm 8 or Canticle 2 or 13
2 Corinthians 13:11-13
Matthew 28:16-20

5/25  Pentecost 2 Proper 3
Isaiah 49:8-16a Litwinski Putnam Grant
Psalm 131

1 Corinthians 4:1-5
Matthew 6:24-34

May Birthdays
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Please start saving the brown paper bags you get from the grocery store, we will
use them for our rummage sale in the fall.

C. Grant’s position of Treasurer at Grace Church is

being posted after more than 5 years on the job she

Is relinquishing this coveted position. Applicatso

now being accepted. Applicants must be at least 21
years of age to apply.

Sunday May 11 Mothers Daywear Red Daypecause it'$?entecost
Sunday. This day we will honor all women Mothers, Grandhes,
Godmothers, Pet parents, Stepmothers, and womemate mothers
— mothers by dedicating May "1 1Service to Honor these special
women. A brunch will follow the 10:00 am service.

Birthday Party!
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Outreach Report Year To Date

ECS Episcopal Combined Services, the new name
for CESA, We collected $573.74 for this Lenten

season.
sponsored a Crossroads Workshop and assembled 1,00 0
packets containing a spoon, napkin, sugar, salt, pe pper &

a stirrer. This was sent to the Soup Kitchen.

Outreach Ministry sent  St. Peters Tecumseh Min $200.00
worth in Jeans, T-shirts, Tennis shoes to the migra nt
workers there.
Outreach Rummage sale sent Crossroads 6 large bags of professional
and dressy clothes worth over $500.00.
Gave over $ 365.00 in groceries to needy families
Sent blanket and towels to the Humane Society
Sent 3 vanloads of clothes to the Council for the Blind
< ## 2
If you have anyone on the prayer list for those in need of healing or who
have requested our prayers; Please keep us apprised as to how they are
doing.
Pastoral Care can always use get well, thinking of you, birthday,
anniversary, sympathy, or blank cards as well as st amps (which are going

up in March) and of course the all-favorite cash.

For our Food pantry
SUGGESTIONS FOR FOOD DONATIONS

Complete Pancake Mix Canned Luncheon meat Canned Ham — Non-
Syrup Macaroni & Cheese Refrigerated
Cereal Salad Dressing Scalloped Potatoes
Sugar 2# Puddings Complete Pizza Mix
Fruit Juice Canned Fruit Complete Oriental Dinners
Coffee 1# Crackers Rice
Muffin Mix Cookies Canned Vegetables
Cocoa Mix Jell-O

Spaghetti Sauce Cake Mix
Soup Spaghetti Frosting Mix
Peanut Butter Parmesan Cheese Salmon
Jelly Hash Noodle Mix
Tuna Stew Snacks

Thank You

from Community Service Committee
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
Sttt " | AA meets at 7 pm | All Wednesdays
4 &DO# all Tuesdays Holy Eucharist @ 1 2 3
Noon

3" E ##

Choir meets @ 6:30
pm all Tuesdays

6 pm — Soup, Supper
& program as

Confirmation @ St.
Stephen’s in

announced Wyandotte at 7 pm
Caroline ADK 1to Rector Meeting at | No Wednesday Pastoral Care — time | Memorial Garden | Hall Rented 12-5

5

Diocese

Down River Area
Council — River
Rouge

evening classed thi
day!

sto be announced
Rector Meeting TBD
Rector Meeting in
Waterford at 7 pm

Work Party — 9 am
all invited

- Memorial Garden
Work Party — 9 am ¢
all invited

11

Hymn Sing @ 10
am

PFLAG 4-6 pm
PENTECOST &
Mother’s Day

12

13

14

15

Rector @ Ann Arbor
Rector Meeting TBD
Outreach Committee
time to be announce

16

Clergy Meeting
| for downriver

17

18

Contemporary
Music and Healing
at 10 am

Vestry Meeting

19

Grace Note info due

20

21

Whitaker School of
Theology
Graduation at
Diocese

22

Rector Meeting
TBD

23

24

25

Children’s Service
at 10 am

26
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27

28

29

Rector Meeting
TBD

30

31
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