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The mission of Grace Episcopal Church
Is to continue the ministry of Jesus Christ in the world

Through prayer, education, and action.
All God's children are welcome here!

Grace Episcopal Church

Page 2 Rector’s Report Page 6 LEM schedule

Page 3 Upcoming Events Page 7 Ministry Fair information
Page 4 Birthdays & Anniversaries Page 8 Relay for Life

Page 5 Spring Tea invitation Page 9 May Calendar

Grace Notes May 2009 Page 1



Rector’'s Report May 2009

As we’'ve been discussing during the announcements the Diocese of Michigan is in major
transition given the local economy. The easiest way to access this information is to sign
onto the Internet via the following address; http://www.the-record.org or read the Record
available on the information tables at Grace. The economic forecast is not good, however
the mission of Christ’ church must continue, as it is vital to the world. Grace remains
committed to maintaining our obligations both internally and to the communities we serve.

Also | was asked to share with the congregation the letter | composed to the Record last
February reporting our Stewardship efforts of 2008. Here it is:

The Vestry and Congregation of Grace Episcopal Church in Southgate decided in early
2008 to challenge the trends of decreasing enrollment coupled with diminishing offerings.
Grace is a small family sized parish in the downriver community with an active
membership of 137 people focused on outreach and community service. The surrounding
community is experiencing record levels of unemployment and business closures.

With the guidance of Kristine Miller, Diocesan Director of Stewardship and Planned Giving,
Grace undertook a 9-month process of self-examination and discernment of ministries.
These steps culminated in a successful Ministry Focused Budget driven by a Stewardship
Campaign that yielded notable results.

The number of signed pledge cards increased by 45% over the previous year with a total
monetary pledge increase to the budget of 31%. Significant in these results were
increases of existing pledges, new member pledges, and parishioners who had given
faithfully in the past without pledging — but did so during this campaign.

During this time Grace also undertook several building and grounds projects that required
additional capital funds. These projects included the renovation of the existing Memorial
Garden, repair and resurfacing of the parking lot, and several other landscaping
improvement projects.

At a recent Vestry meeting the Rector posed the following question: What would the
members of Grace do if the financial realities of the times hit Grace in such a way that our
future viability is threatened? The answer was simply that we’d find a way to make it; we
have always found a way and will always find a way. We can’t let this church go —it’s too
important to the members and to the community.

Respectfully,

George+
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Note: Next Pastoral Care Meeting will be May 14, 2009

If you have anyone on the prayer list for those in need of healing or who
have requested our prayers. Please keep us apprised as to how they are
doi ng.

Pastoral Care can always use get well, thinking of you, birthday,
anni versary, synpathy, or blank cards as well as stanmps and of course the
all-favorite cash.

Rummage Sale is scheduled for May 1 & 2.
We need help for the following dates & times:

Wed, April 29th 6:30-8:30-set up

Thurs, April, 30th 9-3 am-pricing

Fri, May 1 8:30-3:15 working the sale
Sat, May 2 8:30-11:00 working the sale

11:00-? clean up

See sign up sheets in Grace Hall

Grace is hosting the Downriver Confirmation Service on Thurs, May 21st. The Altar
Guild is having a tea for the “bishops visit”. We are in need of small appetizers/finger
foods to serve.

A sign up sheet will be in Grace Hall. If you can help that evening please indicate on the
sign up sheet. Thank you. Altar Guild

‘ Downriver Rainbow will meet for our Monthly meeting, when we will have a Spring Potluck and
Social Hour. Everyone is encouraged to bring a dish pass. We will meet at
5:30 pm, on Sunday May 3rd.

/\ Downriver Rainbow meets at Grace Hall, 15650 Reeck Rd. Southgate, Ml 48195
Hope to see you there.

The choir now meets every Tues Pm at 7:00 pm - 9ish pm

A short 10-minute Children’s choir meeting directly after the 10:00 service
each Sunday to review the Action Songs for the Children’s Sunday, parents
welcomed and appreciated.

Thanks Miss Ginny
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May 16 at 9:00 a.m. we will be having a work Bee to clean up the Memorial garden for Spring and
to start sprucing up on the North side of the church; get it looking good before the Bishop comes.

| want to thank Robert and Tim Hines for all their work removing the 11 evergreens from along
side of the church and the two evergreens by the pillars out front.

No evergreens

Beautification Bike Ride Summer

Pat Sova will again need sponsors for the “Beautification Bike Ride
Summer” bike riding to raise money for the North and East side of the
church. We have already started to do some work on the grounds in
keeping up with the Memorial garden. Hope you can help. Thank you Pat
Sova

Envelopes for and will be
available to you in the Narthex.

By-laws meeting May 4 at 6:30 PM at Grace Church. We plan to update the existing by-
laws to be presented at the annual meeting in January 2010.

5-9 Karen White

5-14 Mike & Wendy Nitzkorski 5-14 Barbara Porath
5-17 Al & Sue Natale 5-19 Nancy Oliveri
5-20 Char & Dave Dennison 5-24 Colleen Lough
5-29 Jerry & Cheryl Pesci 5-27 Meg Holcz

5-27 Tyler Crawford
5-29 Michael Kuczynski
5-31 Cheryl Pesci

5-31 Daniel Edmunds

May Birthdays
5-4 Julie Herod
5-5 Brian Brown
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Grace Episcopal Church
8:00 & 10:00 am Lector and Eucharistic

Minister Schedule

Date & Readings Year B Lector

EMI

EM II

May 3, 09 Easter 4 Pulpit Exchange

Wagner

Acts 4:5-12

Art

Colleen

Luanne

Psalm 23

1 John 3:16-24

John 10:11-18

May 10, 09 Easter 5

Hymn Sing

Sova

Acts 8:26-40

K. C. Martin

Pam P.

Robert B.

Psalm 22:24-30

1 John 4:7-21

John 15:1-8

May 17, 09 Easter 6

Healing Service

Campey

Pam B.

Acts 10:44-48

Virginia

Barb

Terry

Psalm 98

1 John 5:1-6

John 15:9-17

May 21 Ascension Day, Confirmation TBA

Colleen

Caroline

Reading to be determined

May 24, 09 Easter 7

Childrens

Burke

Acts 1:15:17, 21-26

Children

Caroline

Julie

Psalm 1

1 John 5:9-13

John 17:6-19

May 31, 09 Day of Pentecost

Sova

Acts 2:1-21 or Ezekiel 37:1-14

Suzan

Anna

Pam P.

Psalm 104:25-35, 37

Romans 8:22-27 or Acts 2:1-21

John 15:26-27, 16:4b-15

Licensed Eucharistic Ministers
Robert Bayn

Anna Blasdel

Bam Bradford

Luanne Brewer

Caroline Grant

Terry Gunnel

Julie Herod

Colleen Lough

Grace Notes May 2009

Barbara Porath
Pam Putnam

Lectors

Marion Baxter
Kathy Burke
Virginia Campey
Mary Davinich
Art Jones
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Betsy Krause
Deb Litwinski
Jude & Robert Orr

Pat Sova

Suzan Swlewski
Pamela Wagner

Rick Yost




Ministry Fair brochure Here is a link to read the Ministry Fair Brochure.
www.edomi.org and click on Ministry Retreat 2009

Information/Registration Booklet for Ministry Fair to be held on May 2 at Christ
Church Grosse Pointe. Please consider using any or all of this information to
assist us in getting the information out to your parishioners.

Faithfully,
Beth Rowley

Administrative Coordinator For Ministry Development
Episcopal Diocese of Michigan

4800 Woodward Ave.

Detroit, Ml 48201-1399

wk 313-833-4421

browley@edomi.org

MINISTRY FAIR 2009 REGISTRATION FORM
Name

Home Address

City/State/Zip
Day Phone Email
Congregation City

PRE-REGISTRATION REQUIRED TO RESERVE A LUNCH!
“WALK-IN PARTICIPANTS ARE ENCOURAGED & WELCOMEDY
REGISTRATION DEADLINE to reserve a lunch is April 27th.
Lunch Reservation

| would like to reserve a box lunch at the cost of $10 per lunch.
_____Vegetarian __ No Restrictions __ No Lunch
Registration Fee* $15.00

Lunch Reservation $10.00

Total Enclosed $

*One fee covers workshops and prevention training.

Mail your lunch reservation no later than April 27 to:

Ministry Fair, Diocese of Michigan, Attention Beth Rowley

4800 Woodward Avenue, Detroit, Ml 48201

Questions. Please contact Beth Rowley at browley@edomi.org (313) 833-
4421 or Jo Gantzer at jgantzer@edomi.org (313) 833-4411

MINISTRY FAIR 2009
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See Pam Bradford for further information.

-- Onginal Message —-

rom: Pam Bradford

O rector@gracesouthgate,org

ent: Monday, April 06, 2009 9:28 PM
ubject: Ask For Donation

X o “

v
R AMERICAN CANCER SOCIETY RELAY FOR LIFE
FOR LIFE

Remember.

Celebrate.

Fight Back.

Hit I want to let you know about a fantastic event I'm involved with this year - Relay For Life - and see if you
might be interested in coming along side me in this fight against cancer.

Would you be willing to donate to my fundraising efforts? Check out my personal page to find out more info of to
make a secure tax-deductible contribution. The link is further down in the email. There is also a web page about
my team to give you a better idea of what Relay For Life is all about Thanks in advance for your support

Relay For Life is a wonderful community event that raises money to combat this disease and to spread

awareness about how we can protect ourselves from cancer. It is a fun-filled event that brings together people of
all ages to camp-out and take turns walking around a track for 24 hours to signify that cancer never sleeps. It's a
time of celebrating those who have battied the disease, remembering those whe have died and a chance to fight

back against a disease that takes too much from too many.

Tegether, we will celebrate, remember, and fight back!
Click here to visit my personal page.

If the text above does not appear as a clickable link, you can visit the web address:
hitp J//imain. acsevonts.org/siteTR/RelayForLife/RFLFYB9GL 7
p_::_is_rgﬂg&pgq)e!:ﬁxﬂ&}r;idﬂ447u.n:.enﬁq:q_}'_ouihzl_\_@rlxj;gngo_&sJalld:Zﬁ;o?:l}
Click here to view the team page for Women of Soroptimist WST/Curves Riverside

If the lext above does not appear as a clickable link, you can visit the web address:
hitp:main.acsevents.org/site TR/RelayForLifo/RFLFY09GL?
team_id=379477 Spg=team&fr_ld=14470&f=en_USIet=c laNbgGMOseF gSG623gVen0.. .85 tafld=260233

View Message MyProfile Addto Address Book Forward To A Friend Privacy Policy State Fundraising Notices Unsubscribe
All content and works posted on this website are owned and copyrighted by the
American Cancer Soclety. Inc. Al rights raseived. 2008 - 2009 ©

Complete Pancake Mix
Syrup

Cereal

Sugar 2#

Fruit Juice

Coffee 1#

Muffin Mix

Cocoa Mix

Soup
Peanut Butter
Jelly
Tuna
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For our Food pantry

SUGGESTIONS FOR FOOD DONATIONS

Canned Luncheon meat
Macaroni & Cheese
Salad Dressing
Puddings

Canned Fruit

Crackers

Cookies

Spaghetti Sauce
Spaghetti
Parmesan Cheese
Hash

Stew

Thank-You

Canned Ham — Non-Refrigerated
Scalloped Potatoes
Complete Pizza Mix
Complete Oriental Dinners
Rice

Canned Vegetables

Jell-O

Cake Mix

Frosting Mix

Salmon

Noodle Mix

Snacks

from Community Service Committee
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Sun

von

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

All Sundays will follow
the normal schedule of
8 and 10 am worship
with Holy Eucharist

Childcare is
available at the 10
am Sunday Service

Choir Meets all
Tuesdays at 7:00
pm

AA Meets all
Tuesdays at 7 pm

Pastoral Care and
Outreach Committee
meeting times and
locations to be
announced

3

Pulpit Swap - Fr.
John Hagan Jr. @
Grace both services
Downriver Rainbow

4

5

Rector Mtg 7:30 am
Rector Mtg 6 pm

6

Rector Mtg Ann
Arbor @ 2:30
Confirmation Class

@ 6 pm

I

8

Rector Mtg 11 am

10

Hymn Sing 10 am
PFLAG 4-6 pm

11

12

Rector Mtg 8 am

13

Confirmation Class
@ 6 pm

14

15

Rector Potluck @
6:30 pm

16

Beautification Day
beginning at 9 am

17

Contemporary Music
with Healing at 10.
Vestry after 10 am

18

19

Rector Mtg 8 am

20

Confirmation Class
@ 6 pm

21

Downriver
Confirmation 7 pm
@ Grace

22

23

24

Children’s Service @
10 am.

25

Grace Note info
due

26

Rector Mtg 8 am

27

28

Rector Clericus
9:30

29

30

31
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